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EDITORIAL
2020 has been a very strange and challenging year, but most
of us seem to have coped reasonably well. We still don’t know
what is happening after Lockdown 2 is lifted nor what we will
be allowed to do over Christmas and the New Year. Whatever
the government decides, it is up to us to stick to guidelines to
protect both ourselves and those around us.
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Market Place

It is not all doom and gloom - we have a great sense of
community and there are still lots of things going on to keep us
all cheerful as we move into December and the festive season.
We also need to stay optimistic and believe that 2021 can only
be better and that we are able to return to some degree of
normality even if it is a new normal.
Please take care and stay safe
Val & Andrea, - your editorial team
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DIARY CONTACT DETAILS
warboysdiaryed@outlook.com
or ring/text
Val on 07825 551975
Andrea on 07778 672447
Hard copy to16 High Street
Next edition: Feb/March 2021
Deadline for copy: Monday 18
January, with distribution
30/31 January

Headlines
CONGRATULATIONS TO ROY REEVES
For those of you who don’t know who he is, Roy is the Clerk to Warboys Parish Council. This
is a role he has fulfilled quietly and with great efficiency for the last 25 years. He is most
definitely one of our unsung heroes.
Go to page 3 to read more
BANISH THE COVID BLUES THIS CHRISTMAS and GET INVOLVED
We Invite you to help us light up the village on Sunday 29 November at 5pm. Then you can
admire the elves and snowmen who will be appearing in windows and invading our gardens
in the next few weeks. You can add to the snowman invasion by creating your own and
taking part in our competition.
Santa will also be paying us a three-day visit between 3 – 5 December, with a return visit on
Sunday 13 December
To find out more about what will be going on in December look at the enclosed loose-leaf poster and
turn to page 6
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GENERAL NEWS AND INFORMATION
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
The Rector, accompanied by Matthew White, the RBL Standard Bearer, and John Edwards with his cornet,
conducted a short service at the War Memorial concluding with the
Last Post and 2-minute silence at 11am. The event had not
been announced beforehand as the Parish Council were very
Ready, steady, CENSUS
understandably concerned that the usual large crowd would
The decennial census is almost upon us.
also be there. As it was about
30 people gathered there on
Households across Warboys will soon be
their own initiative and with
asked to take part in the nationwide survey
the few numbers involved
of housing and the population. It has been
were able to exercise social
carried out every decade since 1801, with
distancing very responsibly.
the exception of 1941.
Doug Crane and Victor Lucas
went to the War Memorial at
12 noon to lay wreaths on
behalf of the RBL and the
Lord-Lieutenant.

Information from the digital-first census will
help decide how services are planned and
funded in your local area. This could mean
things like doctors’ surgeries, housing or
new bus routes.
Households will receive a letter with a
unique access code in the post, allowing
them to complete their questionnaire
online. Paper questionnaires will be
available on request. Census day is March
21. For more information, visit
census.gov.uk

Parish Council Update November 2020

As the number of positive Covid-19 cases continues to grow
and a second lockdown is in place, the Council has had to
close the Parish Centre again temporarily just as hirers were
starting to return. The exception is the twice weekly meetings
of the Day Centre which is classed as an exempted activity
under the lockdown regulations. The playgrounds in the village
can remain open but users are asked to follow the guidance posted at the entrances which includes maintaining
social distance and using a sanitiser or wipes to disinfect equipment before and after use.
With the closure of the Parish Centre, Council meetings are now being held online and can be ‘attended’ by
members of the public remotely. The Council’s Handymen continue at work but will be following specific guidance
to ensure their safety.
Turning to items discussed at November’s Council meeting, members discussed the results of a survey of High
Street and Station Road residents by Community Roadwatch on behalf of a group of residents calling themselves
Warboys Residents against Noisy Traffic. Although the survey report was critical of what it described as the
Council’s lack of action on highway matters, it failed to acknowledge the limited powers that the Council has and
the success achieved in recent years in bidding for County Council funding for traffic calming measures and
investing in improvements such as the pedestrian crossing lighting. As the founders of RANT wish to remain
anonymous, it’s not possible to have a dialogue with them but a small working group of councillors will be meeting
two High Street residents who attended the last meeting to discuss the situation with them.
The Council is conscious of the impact of the pandemic on children and will be investigating the possibility of
running a sports holiday club in the school holidays next year.
A pre-enquiry application has been submitted to the District Council for the replacement of the Parish Centre. The
application should help establish the principle for a replacement building on the existing car park and tennis court at
the rear of the current building which will enable detailed plans to be drawn up for consultation purposes.
The old Newmans Stores at 66 High Street is finally in new ownership, with the fenced off building having been an
eyesore in the centre of the village for over 20 years. Representatives of the Council have met the new owner who
is taking steps to make the building more secure. Progress will be dependent on discussions with the District
Council’s Conservation Team on the works required to the listed building but it’s hoped that progress can be made
at long last to secure its refurbishment.
Roy Reeves, the Clerk can be contacted at clerk@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk or 01487 823562.
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GENERAL NEWS AND INFORMATION
LONG SERVING PARISH CLERKS IN WARBOYS
At the end of December, Roy Reeves will have completed 25 years in post as Clerk of the Parish Council,
continuing the trend of long serving Clerks in Warboys with only 4 having been in post since 1935. Owen England
was Clerk longest from 1958 to 1995, preceded by Lee Bitten from 1941 to 1957 and Miss Broughton from 1935 to
1941 who, according to the minutes, only left because she couldn’t obtain the war-time petrol coupons to travel to
Warboys from home.
Many changes have taken place over the past 25 years, perhaps the greatest being the internet, electronic
communication and social media. Gone are the days when a letter could be posted followed by a wait of several
weeks for a reply. Today, everyone expects an answer in a couple of days at most.
The village has grown significantly in a quarter of a
century. The Register of Electors for the Parish,
for example, shows that 19 new streets have been
added in that time. The character of the village has
changed and, like many others, it’s become a
home for many people commuting to work
elsewhere. It’s also meant a growth in the amount
of traffic which has become one of the principal
complaints of residents.

We, the parishioners and Councillors of Warboys,
thank Roy for:
§
§
§

working tirelessly on behalf of our village
all the support and guidance he has
provided, particularly for Councillors, over
those 25 years
using his significant knowledge and
expertise to ensure that the Council
operates within all the rules and regulations

The role of the Clerk has changed greatly,
especially as other tiers of local government
Thank you, Roy, from all of us
struggle financially and look to pass on
responsibilities to parish councils. What was a
😁
part-time job of 17 hours per week in 1995 now
occupies almost double that time each week, although the official number of hours is 24.
2020 has been the strangest of years and as its impact continues to unfold, one factor that is clear is that the pace
of change shows no sign of slowing.

STAY SAFE and STAY WELL
Update from the Moat House
Surgery
If you are 65 years or older or
Under 65 and in the 'At risk' group
for the flu vaccine, and have not
yet been vaccinated, please call
01487 822230 and press option 1
to make an appointment. We are
still awaiting guidance from NHS
England as to whether we will be
able offer the flu vaccination to 5064-year olds.
We are in discussions with our
Primary Care Network to try and
work out how we can help with the
COVID 19 vaccination, once it is
available, but we are awaiting
more information and guidance
before any decisions can be made.
We will keep our patients informed
as and when we know more.

Covid-19 Contact Tracing
With effect from 19 November, the County, City and District Councils
in Cambridgeshire will be working with NHS Test and Trace to
contact people who have tested positive for Covid-19, giving them
help, advice and support to self-isolate, in a further bid to crack down
on the pandemic.
Council officers who have undergone special training in contact
tracing will be following up on people who have tested positive for
Covid-19 but have not responded to a call or email from the national
service to ask for details of their close contacts. The officers will
initially make contact by phone, text or email asking people to call a
local number. However, if this fails, the officers, who will all carry
local authority identification, will be making house to house visits to
reach those people who have tested positive.
There have been cases in Fenland of criminals calling at homes
purporting to be council officers, so householders should insist on
asking for identification. If in doubt, call the council or local
community hub to check the identity of the tracer on 0345 045 5219.
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STAY SAFE and STAY WELL (continued)
Please remember to use the hand sanitising liquids provided when you
enter a shop or other facility, make sure you take your mask with you
wherever you go and maintain your social distance.
KEEP WASHING YOUR HANDS
For information about the latest do’s and don’ts go to

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Stay well this winter
This winter, it’s really important that we all
remember that the NHS is here to help us stay
well.
If you’re worried about your health, don’t delay.
The sooner you get advice, the better.
Depending on your symptoms, you can get
advice from your local pharmacy, GP practice
or NHS 111. For minor health concerns, your
local pharmacist can help. GP practices offer
remote consultations online or by phone, or if
you need a face-to-face appointment, they will
tell you what to do.
Doddington Minor Injuries Unit
Still closed - the alternative is to go to
the unit at the Princess of Wales
Hospital, Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs CB6
1DN
For more information go to
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterb
oroughccg.nhs.uk/your-health-andservices/minor-injury-units-and-urgenttreatment-centres/
Remember a Minor Injuries Unit may
be better than going to A&E

If you need medical help fast, think you need to go to an Emergency
Department (A&E) or you’re not sure what to do, use NHS 111 first –
online or by phone to get clinical advice or direction to the most
appropriate services for treatment for you.
Be sure to also stock up your medicine cabinet with winter self-care
essentials too. Many over-the-counter medicines (including
paracetamol and ibuprofen)
are available to help relieve
symptoms of common winter
illnesses and you can find

further information at www.nhs.uk
Help prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) please follow the
current Government guidelines. If you have any of the main symptoms of
coronavirus it’s important you get tested as soon as possible. You can
apply for a test online via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus, or by calling 119.
The Help Us Help You Abdominal
Symptoms of Cancer campaign launched
on in early November 2020. The campaign
focuses on the symptoms of diarrhoea,
bloating and discomfort in the tummy area that lasts for three weeks or
more, which could be symptoms of abdominal cancers (oesophageal,
stomach, pancreatic, ovarian, colorectal, kidney and uterine). If you have
any of these symptoms (diarrhoea, bloating or discomfort) for three weeks
or more please contact your GP.
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GROUP NEWS
Greener Futures exists to raise awareness and plan actions locally to fight Climate Change. We
have a history over the years of bringing expert advice into Warboys, of establishing the community
orchard, encouraging energy efficiency and working with our local authorities to achieve greener
ways and improve our society.
We are very disappointed that Greener Futures has not been as active as we would have wished over the last few
months. Like others we are not able to meet face to face but we are still working to become better educated, to
share concerns and to plan ways to reduce our impacts. We hope to be able to meet again hopefully from around
March - Covid permitting. In the meantime, we will be setting up regular Zoom meetings to fill the gap.
Christmas is approaching, a time when we traditionally consume more than in the rest of the year. This year, more
than any other, we need some joy and a few treats. But perhaps we can try to do, at least some of, it in a greener
way – a more re-cycled, re-purposed, re-loved way. Let’s give more of our time, not just more stuff.
Watch out in the New Year for how you can get involved. In the meantime, we’d love to hear from you. What
actions would you like to see happening in Warboys? What ideas do you have of how YOU would like to work with
others locally to reduce our impact on planet Earth?
You can contact us with your ideas and questions on greenerfutures@warboys.co.uk or on the facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WarboysGreenerFutures.
We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a sustainable New
Year.

Warboys Art Group continues to flourish
during lockdown

WADS Mask-r-aid Christmas mask update
WADS costume designer and
seamstress Sara Fensome has
been busy again making
Christmas masks and wads have
been selling them this time for £2
each to the general public to raise money for the
Warboys Community Association. All have been sold
and will be delivered in the first week of December. The
amount donated is likely to be about £290.

Since the start of ‘lockdown’ in March, members of
The Warboys Art Group have been unable to meet
at the Sports and Social Club, and for some the
lack of the Wednesday evening meetings has
dampened enthusiasm to paint and draw. Further,
because of COVID19 the exhibition held annually
in the village at the end of October also had to be
cancelled. This is always an incentive to produce
new works of art to display and in some cases to
offer for sale, so the lack of this goal has also
affected the group’s output this year.

WADS would like to send their best wishes for a safe
and Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year to you
all. Take care and let’s continue to stay kind to each
other in this community
spirited village we are
lucky to call home.

However, for others the lockdown provided an
opportunity to produce more pieces of artwork and
to post their work online for all members of the club
to enjoy. This resulted in the suggestion that each
member should choose a subject to paint each
month and to then put it onto the website for all to
see. This could also serve as the alternative for the
autumn exhibition which had to be cancelled.

55 Plus
As we haven’t been able to meet since February
because of the pandemic, 2020 has been a bit of a
let-down. We hope for better times in 2021 and will
arrange meetings as soon as there is an all clear.

The first subject proposed for last month was
‘Autumn’ and several of the artists’ works can now
be viewed online via www.warboysartgroup.co.uk.
Once on the website click on ‘COVID19’ to see
the paintings. The second subject which is
currently being worked on is ‘Britain’s Shore’ but
some member’s work is already on display with
more to follow. We have yet to decide on what
comes next, and when, but whatever the subject
the results will also be uploaded to the website. If
anyone likes something they see, you can always
contact the artist through the website.

We have given donations to the Marie Curie Daffodil
Appeal and the MacMillan Big Coffee morning as we
were unable to hold our usual events. 55 Plus laid a
wreath at the War Memorial on Remembrance Day
and also made a donation to the Royal British Legion
Angela and Hilary wish you all a happy and safe
Christmas and a healthy and Covid free 2021. Best
wishes to all our members. We miss the fun and
laughter we share at our meetings.
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BANISH THE COVID BLUES & ENJOY CHRISTMAS - see inserted poster
for additional information about what else is happening
Warboys Christmas Lighting group is on track for the switch-on 5pm Sunday 29 November.
Why not get your Christmas lights set up and ready to join the Grand [socially distanced] Village
Switch-On. Also why not enter our Snowman competition,
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Warboys Halloween Trail enjoyed by all
By all accounts the Halloween Trail Hunt was a
great success. We have received many positive
messages letting us know how much fun was had
by all. Our mission was to bring a little bit of joy &
normality back, with the help of the village we were
able to do just that.
We could not have pulled this off without the
fabulous people in our village decorating their
homes and a huge thank you to those that donated
prizes for the children! Thank you to those taking
part for remaining respectful of the social distancing
guidelines ensuring a safe & fun time.
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We are both proud to see that the community spirit
of Warboys is as strong as ever! As this was so
well received by all we would like to hold
another trail for Christmas. If you would like
your house on the trail please email
warboyschristmas@gmail.com
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Warboys Sports & Social Club Christmas
Fayre

Thank you again everyone and we look forward to
seeing all of the Christmas lights and decorations
around the village. 😁Charlotte & Natasha 😁
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At the time of going to print the Christmas Fayre
planned for 2-5pm Saturday 5 December is still
going ahead. All COVID safety measure will apply.
BUT please check our Facebook page for updates.
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WARBOYS UNITES & RAMSEY FOODBANK
We need your continued support to
ensure we will be able to carry on
helping individuals and families living in
or close to Warboys who are in need of
assistance.

**No one should go hungry**
Help and support is available from two sources –
Warboys Unites and Ramsey Foodbank

If someone you know is struggling, please do
urge them to contact us at Warboys Unites or
contact Natasha about the Foodbank timebank@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk or
ring her on 07557 400625.

If you would like to donate items to either of these
organisations, we have two separate collection
boxes outside 16 High Street

ITEMS THAT WOULD BE REALLY
HELPFUL
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Green long-life milk
squash
breakfast cereals
jams and other spreads e.g. Nutella or
equivalent
tinned meats such as pies, minced
steak, stews, chilli/curry type products
instant mash/tinned potatoes and
other vegetables
hot & cold puddings of all types e.g.
sponge puddings, mousses
biscuits
loo rolls
toiletries – such as toothpaste, body
wash, shampoo, deodorants
laundry products
household cleaning materials

At the moment we are generally OK for
tinned beans of any type, rice, pasta and
tuna

if you need any sort of help and support
PLEASE JUST ASK
(We know this is difficult to do, but there is no need to
feel embarrassed. Everything you talk to us about
remains confidential.

You can contact us in various ways

§

§ through our website:
www.warboysunites.co.uk
§ by email: info@warboysunites.co.uk
§ or just ring us on 01487 710555 option 2
message us via our facebook page: @COVID19WARBOYSUNITES

Where to go to get information, help and advice
We are Huntingdonshire: This hub provides a vast array of
up-to date information and guidance (local and national) on
many topics including money matters, employment and where
to go for advice and help
https://www.wearehuntingdonshire.org

* YOU COULD HELP US MAKE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL *
In December, you might like to donate some Christmas
type treats that we can add to the food bags we will be
making up for our families. This could be things like
mince pies, Christmas cake & festive biscuits,
Christmas pudding, chocolates, crackers or anything
that will bring a smile to their faces – especially the kids.

ANOTHER CAKE STALL FUNDRAISER for
WARBOYS UNITES FOODBANK
Emma B will be running her third cake sale
outside 11 Heath Road on Saturday 12
December, between 10am and 1pm. Monies
raised through the sale of cakes will be used
to buy Christmas treats for inclusion in the
food parcels donated by Warboys Unites in
December.

On behalf of all those who has received food parcels this year, we would like to say a
huge thank you to everyone who has donated to both the Warboys Unites and
Ramsey Foodbank food collections over the last 12 months. We know this year has
been extremely difficult for many local residents, both adults and children.
Those of us involved in both foodbank initiatives have at times been overwhelmed by
the kindness and generosity of so many Warboys residents and without your
donations of money, food and other items we would not be able to support those who
desperately need a helping hand during this really difficult time.
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MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION
Library Update
Cambridgeshire Libraries have stayed open during the second lockdown with reduced hours and services.
As lockdown eases please check our website for the latest news on library opening times and services
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries.Information about our online
services and events can also be found by visiting the website. We offer e-books, e-audio, e-magazines and
e-newspapers via various apps which can be downloaded to tablets and mobile phones or by creating an
account on the websites using a computer. Also check our December and January newsletters for the latest
news and online events such as Engage Online talks and The Library Presents activities. You can keep up
to date by following Cambridgeshire Libraries on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. If you want to ask a
question, visit https://www.library.live/. You can see what other people have been asking, join in with our
online book club or have a look at our collections. The Winter season of The Library Presents is advertised
here too.
Warboys hours are currently Tuesday 10am – 2pm and Thursday 1pm – 5pm

CHURCH INFORMATION
Warboys Parish Church
We are just hoping our events are going to be able to go ahead, as everyone is reliant on government regulations
and any changes.
Warboys Baptist Church

As far as we know, our current situation is that the
church is unable to hold public worship services right
now at least until the end of the current lockdown on 2
December. We hope after that the post lockdown
guidelines will allow our Christmas events and services
as detailed in the last edition to go ahead.

We are now holding a weekly morning service on
Sundays at 10.45am, in a Covid-secure
environment, totally compliant with government laws
and guidelines, including social distancing, track and
trace, wearing of face coverings, hand sanitising and
other measures. We do want to welcome anyone
who would like to come, and we do have a few spare
seats if anyone just turns up, but it would really help
us if you drop us a message to let us know you're
coming. Sadly, all other activities and events are on
hold until further notice.

We aim to keep the church open for individual private
prayer each day from Sunday to Wednesdays, if visiting
please kindly follow the safety guidelines detailed on the
notice on the front door. If anyone is in need of any
prayerful support or assistance please do contact us.
Virtual Candlelit Carol Service:
v 6.00pm 20 December

§ Contact details: 01487 823405 or email
nigelkeithgraham@gmail.com. You can also visit
our website www.warboysbaptistchurch.org or go
to www.facebook.com/warboysbaptistchurch/

Christmas Eve Services:
v 4.00pm Virtual Christingle Service via
Zoom (collect your Christingle Decoration &
Prayer Card to display in your window at home
and Your Christingle Making Kits to make your Christingles at
home and then join us online at 4.00pm
v 11.30pm Midnight Communion (also available via Zoom)
Christmas Day
v 10.00 am Family Celebration (also available via Zoom)

For Zoom access details and any further queries about the
services/times etc. then contact the Rector Garry either via phone
01487 824612 / 07976 382681 or email rector@4parishes.org
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Professional Coach and Mentor
Penny Jennings offers sessions helping clients
achieve their goals and aspirations and
overcome challenges, in the workplace and/or
their personal lives.
For more information contact me via email
pennyjennings30@gmail.com
07971 952245
https://www.pjjcoaching.co.uk/services
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Diary Advertising
Around 2000 copies of the Diary are distributed
every other month to every household in Warboys
and Old Hurst. Our rates are very reasonable and
start at £12 per issue. For more information contact
us by email
Warboysdiaryed@outlook.com
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