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Chaffer Legge, Ratty Porter and Granny Hall 

Who? – That was the question on most people’s lips as we settled down to a very 

entertaining and humorous talk given by Maureen James who has a Ph D in folklore, 

folktales and 19th century story tellers. 

Thereby lays the clue, as it turns out Chaffer Legge, Ratty Porter and Granny Hall 

were old story tellers from the Fens. 

The talk was based on these stories, particularly those that were heard by WH (Jack) 

Barrett at the Ship Inn at Brandon Creek, This was the pub frequented by Chaffer 

Legge  who gave Jack many of his stories, which were in turn transcribed by Enid 

Porter. The talk illustrated the power of stories in an age before widespread literacy 

and before the intrusion of television and radio. Jack was born in 1891 and used to 

listen to the old stories in the Ship from an early age, at time when stories were the 

way that people passed on wisdom and historical knowledge and whiled away the 

long winter evenings. Very often these tales were ‘embellished’, added to and fell 

into folklore.  

Maureen went on to tell us a long-used euphemism in some pubs and bars refering 

to slurping liquor (brandy) from the barrel using a straw. This is often referred to as 

‘’tapping the Admiral’’. Lord Nelsons body was said to have been pickled in brandy 

for the journey home to stop it from decomposing and is sometimes referred to as 

Nelsons blood. 

During the long journey, it is said the sailors would ‘’tap’’ the barrel containing his 

body to drink the brandy. Many English pubs are named ‘’The Lord Nelson’’ for this, 

rather than in his honour. 

I can’t begin to tell you all the stories that Maureen told us about because of the 

limited space available, except to mention the tale about ‘’The wind being so 

strong during a storm that the crows had to walk home!’’ 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 6th April at the Methodist Church, High Street, 

Warboys, starting at 7.30pm. The talk is on The Ely House of Correction by Guest 

Speaker - Mike Petty.  


