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This time last year Mark Knight came to tell us about the discoveries at Must Farm, 

the Bronze Age settlement near Whittlesea. Unfortunately, the projector failed 

halfway through his talk, but he promised to come back this year and finish it. This is 

what he did last Monday bringing us right up to date with news from the site. He 

explained that the excavation is now finished, and the finds processing is well under 

way, and the specialists preparing their findings for publication.  

Mark said that the Must Farm dwelling settlement seemed to have been lived in for 

only a year before it burned down, the inhabitants leaving their belongings behind. It 

is a kind of British Pompeii, giving a snapshot in time of what life was like in the fens 

at around 850 BC. The settlement that was excavated consisted of six round houses, 

built over the marshy water with causeways between and a defensive palisade. The 

timbers from floors and roofs fell into the acid, airless waters when they burned down 

and were preserved so well that the original axe marks can still be seen.  

Among the materials left behind were 20 bronze axes which appear to be tools 

rather than weapons, other metal objects were sickles, razors and spears. Wooden 

buckets were found along with spinning whorls, loom weights and six bobbins with 

yarn on. The textiles found were amazingly well preserved, finely woven from yarn 

made of plant fibres Several complete pots and.2188 shards of pottery were 

recovered, and, after intensive jigsaw work, these were reconstructed into 120 more 

pots. Each dwelling had its own collection of metal tools, weaving materials and pots, 

which fell into the water as the buildings collapsed. The animal bones recovered 

indicated the diet of the people that lived there. Pike bones were the most numerous, 

over 5000, but pig, lamb and red deer bones were also found. Parasites in preserved 

excrement show that fish did indeed form a major part of the diet. Beads, some 

made of glass and amber, show that the inhabitants traded materials that had come 

from Europe and beyond. It is not known how the fire started but the end of the site 

was sudden and dramatic. The inhabitants seem to have escaped, but where they 

fled to is unknown. Thankfully Mark was able to finish his talk this year and the 

evening was rounded off with seasonal refreshments enjoyed by all. 


