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Our November talk was “Romans and Saxons at Farriers Way” by Steve Graham. 

Farriers Way is a road in Warboys where a new housing estate is being built. Steve 

led the team from Oxford Archaeology East who carried out the pre-build 

excavations on the site. He explained that they were expecting very little at the start 

but as the work progressed the area was so rich with discoveries that they concluded 

that Warboys was a very interesting place indeed! 

The evaluation in 2018 consisted of 20 trenches put in where the geophysical study 

had suggested patterns of occupation. The finds identified significant Roman 

features and led to excavations of the entire site this year. An extensive pre-Roman 

Iron Age settlement of round houses was discovered, showing that people have lived 

in Warboys since at least 120BC. The transition into Roman settlement practises 

occurred in the first century, soon after the invasion, and the site expanded during 

the next three hundred years. Typical Roman rectangular plots were established, 

and the Iron Age boundary ditches extended. There is evidence of industry and 

crafting, from metal slag, charcoal and kilns; corn, cattle and sheep show farming 

practices established. A potential circular shrine was found just outside the boundary 

ditches and a Roman paved trackway ran east to west across the site. 415 coins and 

13700 pieces of pottery dating throughout the entire Roman period were recovered. 

A few later pieces of pottery indicate fifth century Saxon occupation on the site, as 

do worked antler and Saxon beads. This is evidence for a direct continuation from 

Roman into the Saxon period which is very rare in Cambridgeshire. The site seems 

to have reverted to agricultural use some time in the sixth century  

There were nineteen burials on the site and seven cremations which appear to cover 

the whole period of occupation. Many of the burials were infants and young adults, 

reflecting the high mortality rates of the time. One young woman was buried with a 

bead necklace and a bone carved hair pin in the shape of an axe.  

Steve’s talk was very well attended with many visitors interested to see what they 

had found.  The experts have now confirmed what we knew all along, that Warboys 

is “very interesting”, . 

 


