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For our June meeting Stuart Orme gave us a spine-chilling talk about “The Ghosts of 

Peterborough”. Many of the sightings were seen in the city museum which, as we learned 

last month, was previously the infirmary. The building’s long and varied history seems to 

linger into the present day. One story Stuart told us about was of Thomas Hunter, “The 

Lonely Anzac”, an Australian WW1 casualty who died thousands of miles from home in 

1916. Wounded at the front he was bound by train for a hospital in the north of England. His 

condition deteriorated and he was taken off at Peterborough and, despite the surgeons best 

efforts, died in the hospital He was first seen by the caretaker’s wife in 1932 and since then 

has been seen many times wandering the corridors in his hospital issued blue-grey suit.  

The building is a favourite with ghost hunting groups who spend supervised nights there and 

sometimes record strange sounds. We were told about a little girl who is seen about every 

ten years but heard more often; her description is kept secret so that sightings can be 

authenticated. A servant girl who died, perhaps not accidentally, on the stairs has been seen 

and an unkempt stranger sometimes walks the basement. 

Some of the artefacts in the museum seem to be a focus for activity, a Roman sword from 

the fist century found in Whittlesey attracts a shadowy figure, and the Norman Cross POW 

work also has disturbances near to it.  

With such a long history it is not surprising that Peterborough has its share of spirits 

wandering about. The Cathedral has many, including the ghost of a stonemason who met 

his untimely end in a fall from the west wall when the building was almost complete. His 

candle can still be seen sometimes in the window that he was trying to finish. Monks and 

priests have been spotted in the cloisters, but no records remain to say what could be 

troubling them. Modern area, including the shops in Queensgate are not immune, their 

buried history has sometimes made itself felt according to some of those working in the 

stores. 

Stuart’s talk was enjoyed by all. He gave us enough history to keep the cynics happy and 

enough ghosts to satisfy the believers. 

 


