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Our September talk was “The Impact of the Normans” by Stuart Orme. If we remember a single 

date from out history lessons at school, it is probably 1066. Stuart said that it is memorable because 

it is one of the few occasions when things changed almost overnight for the ordinary citizens of this 

land. He explained how the succession was not clear after Edward the Confessor died childless, 

Harold Godwinson was chosen by the Council of Elders, but William the Bastard, as he was then 

known, had an equally good claim which was supported by the Pope. His invasion was successful 

because Harold’s army was exhausted after driving of a Viking invasion from the north just days 

earlier. 

The Bayeux tapestry is the primary source for information on the battle. Shaven headed Normans 

were victorious over the moustached and long-haired Anglo-Saxons. The English nobility was 

annihilated, and this enabled William to establish his Norman nobles instead. He began a 

programme of castle building, many of which are still standing today. Nothing like them had been 

seen before and they must have been terrifying for the population, which was, after all, the 

intention. Religious institutions were supported, Peterborough and Ely remain to show us the scale 

of the investment, Ramsey, Thorney and Crowland were also powerhouses of influence at the time. 

The Norman invasion was not without some resistance. In this area Hereward led a rebellion from 

Ely, supported by the Danes. He raided Peterborough Abbey in an act of defiance but had to give up 

when William paid off his Danish supporters. 

One of the enduring legacies of the Normans is our language. Early English was the language of the 

commoners, French was that of the William’s court and nobles. Words from the field like cow, sheep 

and pig come from the English. As only the upper classes could afford to eat meat, when it got to the 

table beef, mutton and pork are derived from the French. The talk was a fascinating insight of how 

1066 came about and how the events of 1000 years ago still influence us today. 

Our next talk is “2nd World War POWs and their escapes” on 1st October. 


