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A British care worker whose supporters say that he was wrongly convicted of sexually 

abusing children in Brazil was yesterday on the 23rd day of a hunger strike. 

Craig Alden, 35, from Warboys in Cambridgeshire, was sentenced to 48 years in jail in 2002, 

accused of abusing and neglecting five children at the orphanage he ran 40 miles from 

Brasilia. Campaigners claim he was framed after a dispute with local authorities. 

"I don't see how much longer he can go on physically without seriously damaging his health," 

said Richard Fermer, a British priest based in Brasilia who has been visiting Alden since he 

began the strike on November 1. "I think the decision he will now make could potentially be 

one for death ... he has lost a lot of weight and is really weakening. You can feel his bones 

when you touch him. I put my hand on his back and could feel his spine." 

Alden founded Abrigo Warboys Brazil, a care home for abandoned children, in 1991 after 

witnessing the murder of a Brazilian child during a student visit to the country in 1988. Three 

years later he abandoned his job in England with Anglian Water to go to Brazil. Until his 

imprisonment he had helped to look after more than 400 children. 

"I'm continuing to fight," he told the Guardian yesterday by telephone from his prison in 

Planaltina de Goiás, near Brasilia. "I'm pretty thin and I'm feeling the effects but I can still 

stand up," he added in Portuguese, before wardens ordered him to end the conversation. 

Campaigners say Alden's trial was a catalogue of errors. His conviction was based only on 

the testimony of his alleged victims, two of whom subsequently withdrew their statements. 

According to the charity Fair Trials Abroad, a state-appointed lawyer presented no defence at 

Alden's original trial, while the judge based his verdict on the prosecution's case only. 

A 2004 independent report by Jeremy Richardson QC pointed to "at least five" fundamental 

breaches of human rights relating to the trial. 

The jailed care worker's mother, Maureen Alden, who visited Alden in prison earlier this 

month, said she feared for her son's safety. "It's the contrast with the de Menezes case that has 

got all Craig's supporters so fired up," she said, describing Planaltina de Goiás as a "wild west 

town". 

A Foreign Office spokesperson said Alden was receiving consular visits. 
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