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Craig Alden (image BBC News Online) 

Craig Alden exclusive - the relief of release? 

A BBC Radio Cambridgeshire exclusive 

Six years ago, Craig Alden, from Warboys in Cambridgeshire, was jailed in Brazil for alleged child 

abuse and neglect at the orphanage he ran in Brasilia. After years of proclaiming his innocence, he's 

out on parole. This is his first interview... 

Craig Alden is free. He's out of jail in Brazil - albeit on full parole - and speaks for the first time 

since his release to BBC Radio Cambridgeshire's Antonia Brickell on Drive. 

Alden, originally from Warboys in Cambridgeshire, founded an orphanage near Brasilia in 1991 but 

was convicted of abusing or neglecting children cared for there.  

Fair Trials International (FTI) have always maintained that Alden did not have a fair hearing in the 

court. His friends, family and Alden himself have been campaigning for his release - or at the very 

least for the opportunity to defend the accusations - for six years. 

Parole granted 

On Thursday 26th June 2008, Craig Alden received the news he had been waiting for. He is out on 
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parole pending a court hearing in Brazil in September when he hopes to clear his name. 

Speaking to BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, Alden told Antonia Brickell how he came to be in Brazil in 

the first place.  

He explained that, whilst on a visit, he saw the plight of the street children there and decided that 

together with some Brazilian friends, he would start a home - a safe haven - to get them off the 

streets. His original intention was to administer the home from the UK, but it soon became clear that 

he would need to be there himself in order to carry out the work properly. 

A 48-year sentence 

The Abrigo Warboys orphanage was run with help and support from individuals and churches in the 

UK, but by July 2002 Alden was facing charges of abuse and neglect and was held in jail for 150 

days before his case came to court. Found guilty, he was jailed for 48 years. 

"I feel numb about it all. I don't feel the heat, I don't feel the cold, I don't feel happy, I don't feel sad. 

I don't feel anything" 

Craig Alden 

Asked whether any of the charges were ever proven, Alden explained to Antonia Brickell: "No... it 

was proven on the evidence of the prosecutor alone, because no one ever gave me the chance to say 

one single [thing] against what was being accused of me. 

"There was no evidence taken even from policemen, or psychiatrists that attended my orphanage. 

There were no medical tests either on them or on me. There was no one to verify that the statements 

that were being taken were actually being taken. 

"There was no evidence, no cross-examination of witnesses. It was just like a statement taken on 

paper and said 'right - convicted!'" 

Life behind bars 

When asked what those six years in a Brazilian jail were like, Alden said: "It was a total nightmare. I 

had nearly two years of total isolation without seeing the light of day. 

"When I eventually managed to get some time in the cell I was chained to the roof and totally 

sunburned all afternoon, after having gone nearly two years without seeing the sun." 

It's early days in terms of acclimatising to his freedom, but Alden told Antonia that he had managed 

to get his first decent night's sleep in six years, but he admitted, that although he knows he should 

feel elated, at the moment, "I feel numb about it all. I don't feel the heat, I don't feel the cold, I don't 

feel happy, I don't feel sad. I don't feel anything. I'm just indifferent." 

However, throughout his ordeal, those he was accused of abusing had had been nothing but 

supportive towards him. "They've always protected me from the very start." 



The next step 

For Alden, the next day in court will be when a stage called Criminal Revision starts on 17th 

September, during which time statements from seven supposed victims and accusers from the 

original court case will be reheard. 

Meanwhile, Alden will be concentrating on regaining his health, which has suffered during his 

incarceration, spending time with his son, and showing his gratitude to all those who have backed his 

long campaign for justice. 
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