
Warboys Parish Records; mystery of the missing page. 

And The Fraudulent Claims to the Leman Baronetcy and Estate Lands in Warboys, Northaw 

and London 

The Manor of Warboys and estate was bought in 1621 by Sir John Leman and remained largely in the 

family control until it passed to William Strode in 1790. He died in 1809 and the estate was sold by 

auction in 1812. The Manor included the advowson of the church, allowing the Leman family to be 

patrons of the church and to appoint the rector.  

Phillip Leman (1640-1693), the son of Sir William Leman Bart. (who had inherited the estate in Sir 

John’s will) was baptised at St Bartholomew the Great in London on 19th June 1640 and was ordained 

in 1671. He became rector of St Mary Magdalene Warboys on 2nd August 1672. He had married 

Catherine Carter of Colne on 14th February 1680 at St Martin’s in Threadneedle Street, London, and 

had at least eight children ; William 1681-1731, Katherine 1683-1744, Frances 1685, Philip 1686-

1732, Rebecca 1687, John and Mary 1689, and Elizabeth who only survived for one week in 1690.  In 

his will of 1694 Philip left everything to his ‘dear and loving wife Katherine’, and wanted to be buried in 

the chancel ‘as near to my five children as may be’. Since we know that William, Katherine, Frances 

and Philip (his son) were alive after 1694 this is an indication that Rebecca, John, Mary and Elizabeth 

and one other had died in infancy. Examination of the Warboys Parish Records reveals the burials of 

Elizabeth in 1690 (in Bishop’s Transcripts) and of her father Philip in 1693, but there is no trace of the 

other children who died, and that the relevant page of burials in the parish records covering the years 

from March1687/8 to July 1692 has been cut out. Philip was survived by his wife Katherine who died 

in 1727. 

 

Warboys Parish Register of burials. 

The dates are highlighted and the arrows indicate the cut edges of the missing page.  

Photographed with permission. “Huntingdonshire Archives and Local Studies, Ref. HP91/1/1/2 
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Philip’s first son, William 1681-1731, was ordained in 1709, had a parish initially at Nettleton in 

Lincolnshire, and later also became rector of St Mary Magdalene in Warboys on 11th February 1722. 

He married Jane the daughter of the Reverend Hugh Mapletoft of Huntingdon and died without issue 

in 1731.  

In a will of 1744 by Katherine Leman, Philip’s second child, spinster of Warboys, she leaves her 

estate to her niece Sarah, daughter of her brother Philip, and on her death to her (Sarah’s) sister 

Katherine. She bequeaths clothes to her own sister Frances, wife of William Battersby.  Philip, the 

second son of the Rector Philip Leman was shown as an apothecary in Snow Hill, London and had 

married Frances (see ‘The Complete Baronetage’ 1). Their only surviving son was Tanfield, baptised 

at St Margaret’s, Lothbury on13th April 1714, and he succeeded the baronetcy on the death of Sir 

William Leman in 1741. The only other son of Philip and Frances, Philip, born 24th August 1722, died 

on 18th October that year. Sir Tanfield Leman died in 1762 and, as there were no other male relatives 

at that time, the baronetcy became extinct.  

 

The Leman Estate Fund Fraud 

The sale at auction in 1812 of the various parcels of land in Warboys, Northaw and London following 

the will of William Strode who had inherited the estates from John Leman and Elizabeth, would seem 

to be the end of the estate lands, but in 1838 there was a claimant to the baronetcy which according 

to him would have resulted in the possession of the auctioned lands in Warboys as well as the 

properties in London and elsewhere. John Leman a framework knitter of Nottingham claimed descent 

from the John Leman, son of the rector Philip Leman. He claimed he was the next male in line to 

inherit the baronetcy on the death of Sir Tanfield Leman in 1762. He pursued his claim in the Scottish 

Courts (he was living in Edinburgh at the time) and according to the Caledonian Mercury of 19 th May 

1838 the jury ruled in his favour. The now titled Sir John Leman, Bart then on the same day 

entertained the judge, jury and select friends at the Waterloo Hotel, to a ‘superb and substantial 

dinner with wines of a superior quality’!  This sounds very suspicious.  

A report in the Times of December 1838, quoting reports in the Loughborough Chronicle and the 

Blackburn Standard, says that Sir John Leman Bart. ‘the poor Nottingham mechanic’ had been 

making a friendly tour of his old haunts and had met with old friends and acquaintances at the Moira 

Arms in Castle Donington. There he distributed his new found wealth liberally among his fellow 

craftsmen in the blond trade (silk and lace) and ‘many a bumper was drunk to his health’. He died in 

Wakefield in the summer of 1839. After his death a further claimant appeared resulting in a note in the 

Edinburgh Gazette of 21st June 1842 to the effect that Edward Godfrey Leman is entitled to the 

baronetcy. He died in 1847. 
 

  

 

BARONETCY – CHANCERY 

In pursuance to a brief issued out of Her Majesty’s Chancery, for EDWARD GODFREY LEMAN, with a view to obtain for him 

the status of a Baronet, by legal authority; his claim was tried at Edinburgh, on Monday last, the 13th instant, before a Jury of 

honourable men, the majority of whom were composed of Members of the College of Justice, and Erskine Douglas Sandford , 

Esq. Steward of the Stewartry of Kirkudbright, presided as Chancellor. A verdict was given in favour of the Claimant, and his 

service has since been duly restored to Chancery; whereby he is entitled to the honor, rank and dignity of Baronet, in terms of the 

Patent granted by King Charles II, to Sir William Leman of Northaw, Bart. Dated 3rd March 1665. 

MESSRS. PARKES & SON,  1, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, London, Solicitors for the Claimant in England. 

ALEX HAMILTON W.S. Agent in Scotland 

Mr FITZSTRATHERN, Law Genealogist 

 

 
1 Complete Baronetage vol IV 1665-1707 edited by GEC (George Edward Cokayne), published 1904, William 
Pollard, Exeter, p8 



In March 1843 a Joseph Leman, a farmer from North Cadbury in Somerset, wrote to The Era 2 

claiming not only the title but also the lands in the will of William Strode. He said that he had had his 

claim investigated by ‘a jury of the first respectability in Scotland’ and quoted the Edinburgh Weekly 

Chronicle.  He stated that he had contacted Parkes solicitors and they denied knowledge that they 

were acting for Sir Edward Godfrey Leman. Joseph Leman is widely reported in the national and 

provincial press in early 1843 said to be the heir of Benjamin Leman, the son of Sir William Leman 

and Mary. The Lincolnshire Chronicle of 7th April 1843, and The Cambridge Chronicle and Journal 

and Huntingdon Gazette of 1st April 1843 reported him driving into Warboys with four horses on a 

dashing equipage, accompanied by his solicitor with the intention of serving eviction notices on the 

occupants of the properties he claimed. After that date he does not appear again. 

In January1850 there was yet another claimant to the estate. An Arthur Henry Leman appeared at the 

Insolvency court3 for the second time. He said he was a descendant of Sir William Leman and thus a 

claimant to the Leman Estate. He said he had been employed as an agent for a Mr Newnham who 

had married into the family and had supposedly given a bond for £100,000 to claiming parties, 

payable on recovery of the property. Arthur Henry Leman had got possession of a house in 

Goodman’s fields, but the rightful owner had brought an action for recovery. Mr Newnham did not 

appear, no explanation was given, and the insolvent Arthur was arrested. 

The supposed pedigree of the claimants begins with a John Leman who was claimed to be the son of 

Philip, rector of Warboys, (but this John probably died in infancy). He is said to have gone to 

Nottingham, married and had two sons Edward and John. Edward was a stocking maker in 

Nottingham and then a soldier and died in the West Indies in 1790. John was a soldier, abroad and 

never assumed the title, but had married and had a son Godfrey, who became sick, impoverished and 

an ‘imbecile’ and never assumed the title. Godfrey had married and produced a son John who was 

the initial claimant ‘proving’ his descent in Edinburgh in 1838. After John’s death in1839, Edward 

Godfrey Leman a brickmaker, the son of Edward was put forward as claimant of the title and of the 

estates. As a result Edward Godfrey Leman, a ‘simple looking old man dressed in a clean blue smock 

frock’ who could not write, appeared in the insolvent debtor’s court in Nottingham in 1846 4 . In his 

statement he said that a Mr Keightley brought a paper for him to sign but he did not know what was in 

it. At his arrest in November 1845 he stated that he had ‘claimed to be entitled to an estate situated in 

Goodman’s Fields, London and also one at Warboys and in Hertfordshire. I give up all my right, title 

and interest (if any) in the said property, but I have no knowledge of what the estate consists’. He had 

been arrested for insolvency because a Mr Hawkins who legally owned part of the Leman Estate in 

London had taken the claim to the Court of Queen’s Bench. The claim was thrown out leaving the 

claimant (Edward Godfrey Leman) liable for costs. The Nottingham court and Mr Hawkins decided he 

had been ‘a blind tool in the hands of other parties’ and he was discharged from insolvency.  

However in two letters to the Times of December 1845 and March 1846, the solicitor for Sir Edward 

Godfrey Leman, ETS Kightley states that all had been explained several times before several 

witnesses, and that Sir Edward was fully aware of what was being done. He also said that Sir 

Edward’s son Edward had power of attorney and should have been allowed to speak at the hearing. It 

would appear, if Kightley can be believed, that Sir Edward was acting the poor mislead dupe. He died 

in 1847 aged 82. 

The claim to the baronetcy was widely reported in the national papers ranging from The Cork 

Examiner, The Norfolk Chronicle, Huddersfield Chronicle, Leamington Spa Courier, Blackburn 

Standard, Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, Taunton Courier and Western Advertiser, to the 

Leicestershire Mercury as well as the Times and Guardian. All said that the baronet would speedily 

 
2 The Era, Sunday 5th March 1843.The Leman Case. 
3 The Observer 27 January 1850 The Leman Estates; in the matter of Arthur Henry Leman 
4 Manchester Guardian 4th April 1846 Curious case of insolvency. 



come into the possession of the lands and properties in dispute! They seemed to feel sorry for John 

Leman who was a mechanic, framework knitter in Nottingham, and later for Edward Godfrey Leman. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early in 1853 a fund had been established and a prospectus issued by a set of people who sold 

shares for 10s in the Leman Estate Fund. They said that the rightful heir had foregone the full claim 

because he could not afford the legal costs, but had allowed them to act on his behalf so that he could 

enjoy some of the profits when the claim was settled. The amount purported to be £500,000 in 

chancery and up to £3M in total. There were notices in the National Press until late in 1853 to that 

effect. The company secretary was Robert Waters. The trustees were William Thomas Parkes 

solicitor, Robert Waters, William Richardson, Thomas Bond Loader, John Nicholles, James Williams 

and Capt. Archibald Douglas (who later removed himself from the trustees). There were letters to the 

Times and other papers warning prospective investors that they were unlikely to get their money back 

or indeed any of the profits (“as much chance as the man in the moon coming to pay a visit to this 

earth of ours” !).  

In August 1853 there was a letter from JW Pycroft of New Inn drawing to the attention of Horace 

Waddington at the Home Office that the claims to the baronetcy had been thoroughly investigated by 

himself and Sir Charles Young, the York Herald of the College of Arms, in the years 1837, 1838, 1839 

and 1840. (College of Arms CGY [Charles George Young] vol. 425 The Leman Pedigree). Rouge 

Dragon and Blue Mantle had completed the investigation in which they had discovered a forged will 

and parish records with leaves removed, entries altered and transcripts stolen.  

The College of Arms investigation revealed that It had been claimed that John Leman (supposed son 

of Philip) had gone to Nottingham and set up a family there. A pedigree showing ‘proof’ of his claim 

had been submitted. To show the link with Warboys, a will had been produced in which there was a 

legacy to John Leman. The will was purported to have been from a William Battersby of Southwell 

Nottingham, who was supposed to be the husband of Frances the daughter of Philip Leman the 

Rector of Warboys.  On close examination it was seen that the name Battersby had been altered from 

Hattersley. Further it was noted that there was a long delay between the death in 1772 and the will 

being proved in 1776, and that the person who had approved the proof was vague and unclear as to 

when it had happened.  

To support the name Battersby, the parish records of St Mary’s Nottingham had been altered so that it 

would appear that William Battersby had two children by Frances his wife. The name Battersby had 
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been altered from Hattersly (H to B in different inks!) and Jane had been deleted and replaced by 

Frances. This was done for two years 1731 and 1734, but the perpetrators omitted to make the same 

changes in a later 1736 entry for the child of William and Jane! The changes were confirmed by 

examination of transcriptions (presumably Bishop’s Transcripts) which were kept in York. Also the 

Leman name in the pedigree presented to show the connection with John Leman was usually Lemon 

or Lemmon in the Nottingham parish records. 

When the Warboys registers were examined by the College of Arms, it was found that a whole page 

had been cut out with a sharp knife. This page covered the period March1687/8 to July 1692 and 

would have documented the burials of Philip’s four children (Elizabeth’s burial had been recorded in 

the BTs of 1690) making the five he wished to be buried near. When the Rev Finch, the then Rector 

of Warboys, was interviewed he stated that he did not leave the room while the register was being 

examined by people who came to see it. The Bishop’s Transcripts available for this period include 

1690-1692 but interestingly not for 1689, 1693 or 1694, so there is no confirmation possible that John 

had died at that time. The College of Arms also investigated William Battersby. They found he had 

married Frances Leman in 1727 at Godmanchester, and was a barber of St Benedict’s and later well 

known to William Maile and John Maile in Huntingdon as hallkeeper of the Town Hall. He had died in 

1775. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pretender ‘Sir’ John Leman had moved to Wakefield and was reputed to have bought a house 

and park and a residence in that town. He was in an Alms House and interviewed just before his 

death in 1839 and said he did not know William Battersby and that he had not received the legacy 

mentioned in the forged will. 

The College of Arms report dated 31st December 1839 by J Pulman Richmond and Tho Wm King 

Rouge Dragon was sent to The Lord Advocate in Scotland on 2nd January 1840. No action seems to 

have been taken. 

 

This shows the clearly defined cut edge of the missing page (black arrow) and also 

a cut in the facing page where the knife had penetrated (red arrow). The burial of 

Philip Leman, Rector is shown on the right hand page.                Photographed 

with permission “Huntingdonshire Archives and Local Studies, Ref. HP91/1/1/2” 
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 Pycroft wrongly attributes John Leman as the father of Edward Godfrey, but states that John 

‘Lemmon’ had defrauded the ‘poor ballast heavers on the Thames side’ of around £30,000 and that 

legal proceedings were about to be taken, but John Lemmon had died.  Pycroft, however, rightly asks 

for the public to be alerted to the fraud now being perpetrated. The Home Office forwarded the letter 

and prospectus to the Commissioner of Police to make enquiries, with the comment 

‘This is a most barefaced attempt to defraud the public by getting dupes to subscribe to a pretended 

fund for the recovery of a property of three millions value’. 

The fund had been identified as illegal as early as April 1853, and it was considered that a charge of 

champerty or maintenance5 could be brought, but it was not until 27th November 1853 that summons 

were issued at Bow Street against the company secretary and nominal trustees. On December 3rd  

Thomas William Parkes solicitor, Robert Waters (the ‘company’ secretary), William Richardson, 

Thomas Bond Loader, John Nicholles, James Williams and Capt Archibald Douglas were due to 

appear at Bow Street. Parkes was unavailable because he was in Whitecross prison (as a debtor), 

and Captain Douglas was no longer a trustee. Although Parkes had been a solicitor, the firm of 

Parkes Solicitors had denied  in their correspondence, according to Joseph Leman in 1843, of acting 

for Sir Edward Godfrey Leman (although their name appeared on the note in the Edinburgh Gazette 

of 1842).. After much discussion lasting all afternoon the defendants were allowed bail to appear at 

the Old Bailey. At the Central Criminal Court on 12 December 1853 the case opened and the Grand 

Jury retired – no record of the result, but a later note in The Observer for 8 January 1854 stated that 

the case had been sent to the Court of Queen’s Bench. No trace of the court proceedings has yet 

been found, either in the press or at The National Archives where the proceedings of the Court of the 

Queen’s Bench are filed. 

The mystery of the missing page in the Warboys registers is part of a large fraud which included 

removing the evidence of a death in the Warboys registers, a forged will in Nottingham, alteration of 

Nottingham St Mary’s parish register and possible removal of Bishop’s Transcripts for Warboys. The 

perpetrators were clearly intent on making money, but were discovered by a thorough but prolonged 

investigation by the College of Arms. Their fate in the law courts is unknown. 

 

Brian Lake,  

Warboys  

Note on sources; Published sources for this article include various editions of Burke’s peerage and 

many newspapers through www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk.  Documentary sources have included 

the Warboys parish records and the Archdeaconry of Huntingdon probate records at Huntingdonshire 

Archives, Boyd’s Inhabitants of London at the Society of Genealogists and the College of Arms, 

London vol 425 The Leman Pedigree. 

 

 

Published in Records of Huntingdonshire 2017 vol 4 no 4 (Journal of the Huntingdonshire 

Local History Society) 

 
5 A charge of champerty or maintenance means that you are helping someone to obtain something which you 
know is false. 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/

